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t hi rnds & Famaly:
Unites Multi-generarions Om and
Off the lee By Amy E. Tocker

On Ocrober 25, 2005, rwo decades

of darers. who dordod ws wath
MNaronal, World and Olympic medal
performances, united m Albany, NY, w0
serut their newest stuff-— their children.
Kren Yemaguohs Friemds o Famly
brought the skarers together for the firs
time on the ice. not just as performers,
bt 2 people. For many of them.

was the hnt opportumty |hr_|.-'|i had 10
sce each other's kids. And, for Olympac
gold medalivg Karia Gordeeva { 34 and
BE with frre rsband Serprr (srimdow)
and llia Kulik ("98), 3t browvghe dheir
blended tamily woppether fow the fu
fime ever on the .

“1 suw Krisni with Keara at one aliow
bast year.” said Kana Gordeeva. “Hui,
| never saew Rurt | Brownings| haby,
and 1 anby saw Scott [Hamibons] baby
OnCe.

*boeeed [Sabowvcik’s] son was bom a
few days betore mine,” sud Browning.
"Izt | haven't scen hem yral”

“Ir's mice for us [the skasers] wo0,”

i .qrnktuu ulullnun‘l. '1|‘IAT I can come
and skare with [ana, and she can
perform.”

Friends and Famify s Yamaguchi's
hith Disson live enterrainmeni
production, sod country legend Kenny
Rogees was the perfect chosce as the
fwrher of 1 3-month twin boys with his
third wife, Wanda. Rogens performed
four of his clamics and dobwired the
single / Can't Umlove You from hus
I'url.l'u.mmlln albam.

Yarmaguchi’s daughrer Keara Kyomm
was bom 107103 and she was aghi
mmthl I:m.-p;lum with ill"l' m.‘-md 1.+H-H
with husband amd Camling | lumicne
Berett Hasdioun a0 the rime of the show.

Co-hosting the show with
Yamaguchi was 1984 Olympic gold
medalist Scorr Hamilton whose wife
Tracse RAYE birth 1o their son, Aadan
Meclntosh Hamilion, 9 16/03,

1he shating lincup included Jozel
Saboveik. who with wife Jennifer Venh
welcomed Joref Jaden on 7/6/03
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Sabwvork also has a 13- year-old son,
Blade, with his first wife and fnomer
Canadian chan W I raccy Warnman.,
Kurt Browming and wafe Sonna
Rexdriguer webkcomed son Gabnel
on 7112003 and Tonia Keiatkowski
and husband Diavd Ralls weloomed
thear dm.q:htﬂ Mideariy Mary Ralls
on H24M05%. Fve-uume US. dance
champions Flizabeth Punsalan amd
Jeroxd Sweallow’s son Gavin James was
borr 10401003 and Jenni Mono and
Todd Sand added their bundle of jo.
Jack Henry Ssod oo 1 21104,

1994 Olympic abver medalist
Mancy Kerngan rerurned to the wx
aficr the birth of her second son Braa
on 4/ 14/05. Kerrigan also has a son
Matthew (B} with hushand Jerry
Solomon.

The biggest difference betworn this
production and other performances
by thiose sharers was in iheir chosce of
child-orental muwse and the presence
of thewr kids nezir and on the ioe

Kerrigan skated vo Zippy Do (e
a rendinon of the Walt Disney Classc,
Browning porformad 10 3 percunion
murmiber that feured Gabnel's voice
called A € lulds Rffﬂ‘-lr!ltﬂ Baiker,
amdd Kwrarkonski skared to Marning
Mcliride's In My Daugheeri bye. Mono
and Sand choreographed 2 playful
number to Lead ar Fou for Jack.

“Itv's on a CD) of silly hitle songs
that's personalized 1o Jack,” explainel
Meno, “THe wsed 1o scream jn ithe cas
non-stop unbess we plaved it for him.
The shiow will ||.|,'|'p him up late. so we
thought i was a good choice.”

e hiphlight of the show came =
the chose of Act 11 when Gondeeva 2nd
daughter, Daria, skaned 10 Amy Grane’s
Childrrm of vhe Wirdd. Ciordoeva shared
wolo for the fiew rherd of the numiber,
i the sudence enupted when Dares
joined her and they performed side-try-
side spuns, sperals and jumps wearing
sequined tangerine and hor pink
ouathits, respectively. A rwo poinits in
the chorography, Gondeeva struck
sonl held 3 paonc and warched her
daughrer perform 2 maneuver. And, the
abservant bysunder woukl hase abo

oticed the protective mother sube
glance behind ber, after the sde-by-side
jamgs, 10 s if her danghrer compleved
hers.

“Ie's a lile bat of moed foclings —
I.k.nnr‘ with mv uhughmr.- Cordeeva
n{llulrn.l “I's good in one way and
very mervous in other ways. | don's
like 1o push very much on ber. Bar.
ai the ame time | have 10 make her
understand that you have o work a lot
to get a good nesuls.”

Maother and daughrer scom 1o
be communicating fine, for Daria
(rinkova finished Gfith 31 1he 2005
Mew L“l"-"“'d Ilgpu-ruh alrer skaring
competitively for only about four
vears. She's currently being coached by
Viadiir Perrenko ar the International
Skating Center of C1, afier rwo
yeans of beang cosched by Kulik, As
for Kulik, he's still coaching at the
Newingron Arcna in CT, and he train
in Simsbury with Gordeeva amd Dania.
I'he whole Eamily thinks the coaching
switch was a good move.

“lt's hard for Larsa @ liscn o o
at hoene a-rul qhﬂ an 'I‘r'l{ e -
Condeeva, [ Daris mprlea dsebremil hoer

saiil

maiher ihaking her bead in wdole
bedarted agreement with moms idatement. |

“I'm honored w have parents who
are Obympuc champions,” chamied
i e, =) look up to them anil
their medals. Bur, it aho puts a loc of
pressufe On me o il well. P, it's
R[_H_‘d, Il,'ll_l,' 'Il'll' JLH!I"lE"dpEd.

“She's 2 very sensitve girl, bur she's
alss & sevnager,” mom bughed. "1 wan
ber 10 do whatever she wants, and if she
likew i, then conmnoe w ikate. But an
the osher end, | understand thar | bave
10 PEt MO PIEssare of her. to muake
her 1eain peoperty and be disciplined
aned everything. ™

"Spor i very impontant foor
developing charscrer,” Kulik added,
“but it abso weaches you good
sportsmanship, focus and discipline. |
think it's imponant bor all kisks 1o be
wvolved with sports to keep the mind
and the body strong, We doa't care
what spont our kads choose, bur we
want them o doode on iﬂﬂlﬂhﬂlﬁ and
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